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a double-faced policy. She wanted both to support the Otto
man Empire and to strengthen Egypt.

The fear of an isolated Russian action brought England,
who was by no means in favour of Mohammed Ali's aggrand-
isement, into line with the policy of France, the patron of
Mohammed Ali. Impressed by the power and prestige of
Mohammed Ali, England hastened to send Colonel Campbell
to act as British Political Agent and Consul-General at the
court of Mohammed Ali, " to assure him of those sentiments
of personal respect and esteem which His Majesty the King
entertains for His Highness .. . and to cultivate and maintain
the friendship which now so happily exists between the two
countries/'

France sent Admiral Roussin to Constantinople to act as a
special ambassador. He at once considered the presencerof a
Russian squadron in the Bosphorus a serious blow to Anglo-
French interests. The policy he laid down was clear: to
obviate the fatal consequences which such a grave situation
might produce. He knew very well that unless peace between
the Sultan and the Pasha was settled, the withdrawal of the
Russian force would not be possible. He therefore sent his
first aide-de-camp to Mohammed Ali urging on him the
acceptance of the Sultan's terms.

Roussin's letter amounted to a threat of war against the
Viceroy: "... A persistence in the pretensions which have
been put forth will call down upon your head consequences,
the disastrous nature of which will, I hope, excite your
apprehension. France will keep the engagements which I
have entered into; she has the power and I am the guarantee
of her will. It only remains for me to hope that you will not
force us to the cruel necessity of attacking a power partly
created by ourselves, and tarnishing a glory of which I am the
sincere admirer."1

Mohammed Ali sent a polite rejection of Roussin's pro-
posal : "... Pray, Monsieur FAmbassadeur, how have you the
right' to call on me to sacrifice myself thus? I have in my
favour the whole nation. It only rests with me to raise up
Rumelia and Anatolia. United with my nation I could effect
much. To demand of me the abandonment of the countries

1 Guizot, Mtmoires, iv, 535.